
Marching Band Update - May 29, 2020

Bufis, Matthew <bufism@eths.k12.il.us>
Fri 5/29/2020 10�43 AM

To:  Bufis, Matthew <bufism@eths.k12.il.us>
Cc:  Nichol, Haley <nicholh@eths.k12.il.us>; David Eisenreich <eisenreich333@gmail.com>; Lorenzo Medrano
<lorenzoman@msn.com>; Jean Vice <jeanb1969@hotmail.com>; Hannah Vice <hannahmvice@gmail.com>; Ellen
Donovan <ellenpdonovan@yahoo.com>; Catherine Bouxsein <cbouxsein@gmail.com>

Good Afternoon 2020 Wildkit Marching Band!
     I want to start off by congratulating all of you for moving our enrollment bar even higher this
year, which is incredible under the circumstances!  We are 140 strong and are still moving
forward with a virtual recruitment process for Color Guard that aims to conclude by June 8th. 
We are so excited that you have chosen to become a part of our Band Family and are looking
forward to working with you!
     Each year, we typically push out an official Summer Mailer on June 1st, which details June
and July rehearsals for Drumline and Color Guard, provides information about our season and
band camp, and outlines our fee structure for the fall.  As of today, our June and early July
rehearsals have been cancelled along with the July 4th parade in Evanston, and our official start
date and fall season remain in flux.  Decisions on in-person instruction are dependent upon
Governor Pritzker's plan in conjunction with ISBE and IHSA and we are waiting on guidance
from these entities before solidifying a plan.  For now, we will wait and see what transpires and
will be working on several contingency plans behind the scenes so we can prepare for any
scenario that comes our way.
 
Band Camp
     We have made the difficult decision to pull out of going away to Band Camp at Eastern
Illinois University this year.  We felt that even if we were permitted to go, some of our families
would understandably not feel comfortable sending their student away for a week which would
minimize or completely hinder the gains we would make as a group away from ETHS.  If we are
able to provide in-person rehearsals, we will stick to the original dates on your commitment form
and modify times accordingly.  Those dates are listed again below for your convenience.  If we
need to modify any dates or times as we move forward, we will communicate any changes with
you via email.  For a full list of our season calendar as it stands today,
visit https://www.ethsbands.com/marching-band-calendar
 
Drumline Mini Camp - Monday July 27 through Friday July 31 from 12-5pm
Band Camp Week 1 - Monday August 3 through Friday August 7 (times to follow)
Band Camp Week 2 - Monday August 10 through Friday August 14 (times on website)
 
Fall Season
     We are committed to providing a marching band experience in whatever form we are able -
and we feel it is extremely important to do so not only for our current students, but for the legacy
and future of the program.  So many traditions and systems of learning are embedded into our
marching band community and without the opportunity to recycle that knowledge, it could
potentially set us back more than just one season.  If our band camp or season rehearsal time
is truncated, we are prepared to shorten or modify our current show, or scrap the show in favor
of a short, BigTen style show with fewer sets, fun choreography, and student choice in musical
selections.  We would then table the show we have been writing for a year, as we have invested
several thousand dollars in securing royalties and paying our writing staff to create this custom
product for our band and community.
     For now, we are moving forward with writing our Remember When show, featuring music
from the 50s and 60s, and have shortened the original length to accommodate potential
rehearsal time setbacks.  We aim to push out parts in early July on our website so you may
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begin practicing.  As of today, all of our traditional music packets remain online - please
download this music and begin practicing, as we usually learn most of this prior to July 4th!  You
can find that music HERE.
     In speaking with peer programs at other schools, the competitions are lowering their total
time requirement and modifying the scoring rubric at competitions to be 75% music and 25%
visual anticipating what the fall might look like.  Peer schools are taking similar approaches to
ours and planning back-up shows, so we are in alignment with best practice in our area of
Illinois.  Our staff continues to gather best practice information that is being generated by
national and global music associations as they pertain to rehearsals and performances with
music and theatre in a COVID world.  We are monitoring a research study being conducted at
Colorado University Boulder in an aerosol laboratory which aims to study the transmission of
droplets through different instruments.  Rest assured, when we are able to return, we will do so
in a manner that follows professional guidance to ensure the safest learning environment
possible.
 
Fee Structure
     We will not be assessing any fees at this time, so please do not visit the RevTrack site until
we prompt you to do so.  Since we are not going away to band camp, the fees will be greatly
minimized from the typical $400 fee.  New members can anticipate $11 for a cap, $11 for a t-
shirt, $32 for shoes (you can also request lightly used shoes), a $30 stick and mallet fee for
percussionists, a Color Guard costume fee of some kind, and a small fee to cover the ancillary
costs of the marching band activity.  We will prompt everyone to pay fees when we know more
about what the season will look like, but don't expect anything more than $150 in expenses.  All
students who are registered at ETHS with free/reduced status will only pay a $25 fee, as has
been the case for the past several seasons.
 
    In closing, we are committed and excited to produce a positive experience for each and every
one of you regardless of any limitations.  Please begin practicing your traditional music and
Zoom with your section leaders to connect socially and run e-sectionals - they should be
reaching out shortly!  We will keep you updated as we learn more about the fall.
 
Go Kits!
-The ETHS Band Staff
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The information contained in this e-mail message or any attachment may be confidential and/or privileged, and is
intended only for the use of the named recipient. If you are not the named recipient of this message, you are
hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this message or any attachment thereto, is strictly
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Translator and interpreter service for parents and guardians who speak a language other than English will be
provided, as requested. Any parent or guardian who needs translation and interpreting services in any language
should contact the ETHS Latino Liaison Coordinator at 847-424-7166.

Tenemos servicios de traductores e intérpretes gratuitos para ayudar a los padres o tutores a asegurar su acceso
a programas de la escuela, información académica y servicios sociales. Padres o tutores que necesiten servicios
de traducción o interpretación en cualquier idioma, deben llamar por teléfono al Coordinador del Enlace Latino de
ETHS al 847-424-7166.


